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ANDY RELINQUISHES NET CONTROL 
__SWAN SONG _ 


New Year 
New Publisher 


It didn’t stir the controversy of the 
NAFTA Treaty. It wasn’t a leveraged 
buyout common in corporate society 
these days. The Wall Street Journal 
didn’t send a reporter. 

It happened as simply as it began; 
very simply. In a Pooh Folks restaurant 
in Fort Pierce, Andy Clark (W4IYT) 
and Gerry Wentz (KC4EHT) signed 
the simple 1-1/2 page contract with a 
ballpoint pen fetched from a remote 
region of Andy’s wife Betty’s handbag. 
The reins of the FLORIDA SKIP were 
turned over to Gerry to carry on its 
illustrious 35-year history. 

Aside from a few logistical pro- 
blems associated with the change in 
printing and mailing locations, the 
transition will be smooth since Gerry 
has essentially handled the entire ope- 
ration since March of last year. 

There are no plans to make wholes- 
cale changes to the SKIP’s basic 
philosophy other than to make it more 
responsive to the rapidly changing 
technology and diversity of skills and 
interests of new people entering the 
amateur-radio service. 

Readers have noted many changes 
over the last 9 months in layout, 
typesetting and artwork. Much of this 
was a result of converting the magazine 
to a computerized operation, a minia- 


Continued on page 18 


-by Andy Clark, W41YT 

It all began back in June 1957. I 
was serving as the Section Emergency 
Coordinator for the East section of the 
ARRL as it was known since there 
were no North or South sections back 
then. I was sending about 50 or more 
“‘news letters’? to all my EC (Emer- 
gency Coordinators) and other key 
amateurs around Florida. 

Each month, more and more were 
added to the list. Finally, Betty, 
W4GGQ, my XYL suggested, ‘‘Why 
don’t you put out a statewide publica- 
tion?”’ 

‘‘Why not?’ I thought. Contact was 
made with a good friend, Hank Hoff- 
man, K4LQS in Naples, who happened 
to own the Collier Press. Hank had just 
received his license and was enthusias- 
tic about amateur radio. Another friend, 
Dave Traer, W4AZK, who ran a radio 
shop in Naples, agreed to act as Editor 
for about four months. We used Dave’s 
post office box to collect all the reports 
from clubs, nets, MARS, etc. Hank set 
all the type in lead slugs, did the 
printing and made the halftones. 

At the San-Orlando Hamfest in June 
1957, the FLORIDA SKIP was offi- 
cially announced. Membership was a 
big $2.00 a year mailed directly to the 
member’s home! Ham ads (later called 
HAMBARS) were free. Using the 1957 
Callbook, three of us nearly went blind 
copying over 8000 names and calls to 
assemble a mailing list. A ‘‘sample’’ 


copy was mailed to every Florida 
amateur in the callbook. 

Hank, K4LQS, printed SKIP for 
about six months for free. He agreed to 
take back all expenses after we started 
to make a profit and he got them all 
back. After each month’s printing, all 
copies were bussed to the Coral Gables 
bus station where they were picked up 
by yours truly and mailed from our 
cramped garage. My mailing operation 
crew was made up of Vance Murr, 
W4FWI, Betty, all our kids and some- 
times Bob Denton, WB4FGL and Dick 
Talbot, N40OK. 

The years went by; 5, 10, 15, 20. 
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SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY IMPAIRED 


FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape every month for the 
benefit of the blind or visually impaired. These tapes are} 


available if requested and postage is paid both ways. If you 
are interested in this valuable service, contact Ms. 

tewart, Library for the Blind, P.O. Box 2299, Daytona 
Beach, FL 32015. Phone 1-800-226-6075. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


Gee, what more can I say? 

It’s a new year and a new publisher and I really don’t 
foresee a radical change in the FLORIDA SKIP. You'll 
probably see little things here and little things there but I’m 
always fussin’ around trying to make things look better and 
prevent a case of terminal boredom. You will note that this 
issue looks different because we are using a new printer and 
I have changed the layout somewhat. I’m always open to 
constructive suggestions. 

When does the time come that one is too preoccupied 
with amateur radio? I had something happen to me the other 
day that caused me to think that I had reached this threshold. 

I was driving up the main drag in Melbourne and looked 
up at a sign advertising a restaurant and the most prominent 
sentence stated, ‘‘*MSG FREE’’. 

‘*Messages free?’’ I asked myself. ‘‘Does this mean they 
don’t charge to send messages?”’ 

After puzzling over this, I reviewed the sign and noted 
that it was a Chinese restaurant. I then came up with the 
absurd idea that this had something to do with fortune cookie 
messages. Of course you have all figured out that they were 
talking about MSG, the FDA-condemned salt substitute. 

Or....did it take you a minute to think of it? Maybe you 
too have reached the threshold! 

AND THEN ...I was reading through The Groundwave, the 
publication of the Daytona Beach ARA and was hit by the 
following ad: FOR SALE - 50’ TOWER WITH BEAMS - 
$85,000 FIRM. Reading further, I found out that the price 
included a lovely, 3 bedroom house in Ormond Beach 
belonging to John Munsey, KB3GK. I was interested until I 
found out that a house came with it. I already have a house. 

ger// 


The Hew Editor 
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We at Mike's Elechoniaa would Like to 
thark you for a very wmecerful 1993 and 
we wre looking forward to. ‘WAng you 
CLOWN Mn 1994. May we oll wish yor end 


Your fanilies holiday granny ink 4 
batpes ark healthy New Yeas 


Walt Mike Vack Gilka 


FLORIDA PHONE NETS 


Doc Staples (W4SME), Editor 


FROM ‘DOC’, W4SME, NET 
MANAGER, FPTN: From ALL reports 
from the near and far off corners of the 
state one assumes that FPTN members 
managed to get their fill of Thanksgiving 
goodies. The groaning on the twenty-sixth 
was almost as bad as the splatter from 
3939! In spite of the lethargy produced by 
Tom Turkey and Pumpkin Pie, the mem- 
bers polished off the month with some very 
impressive stats! During the thirty sessions 
for November, FPTN logged 1038 stations 
aboard with a daily average of 35 stations. 
Four hundred and twenty five formal 
messages were passed averaging 14 per 
session, and this occurred in 843 minutes; 
just under ‘‘2’’ minutes per message! Great 
teamwork on the part of everyone on the 
Net!-A couple of HINTS to all!-- Some- 
times, when conditions aren’t perfect and 
you are directed to move to another 
frequency to handle traffic and find that 
frequency to already be in use! PLEASE 
don’t come ‘bouncing’ back to Net fre- 
quency WITHOUT taking the time to look 
for the FIRST clear frequency NEAREST 
to the assigned frequency!! When you do 
‘*Bounce Back’’, the NCS MUST STOP 
what he is doing! The NCS is NOT 
clairvoyant! He does not know what is 
going on on other frequencies when he is 
on the NET frequency! ONLY you can 
solve the problem!! IF you are the 
RECEIVING station, and have found a 
clear spot nearest to the assigned frequency, 
START by asking FIRST: “‘Is this fre- 
quency in use?’’ and repeat this AT LEAST 
THREE TIMES. If you receive NO res- 
ponse, CALL the sending station! Repeat 
your call to the sending station at least 
THREE times. THEN, if you have not 
connected, it is time to return to NET 
frequency. Please DO take the time to listen 
to the NCS--BEFORE-- you start calling 
‘““RECHECK’’! Do try to tune your trans- 
ceiver to the center of the NCS’s passband. 
When you are OFF 300-500Hz, you force 
the NCS to use even more time to find you 
AND what you want. NCS’s are human 
TOO ! They have short fuses like you do 
and in spite of how VERY IMPORTANT 
you may consider your request: FIRST, put 
YOURSELF in the NCS’s shoes at that 
MOMENT, and YOU figure out HOW you 
would handle the problem!! Lighted NCS’s 
have been known to tum words into 
BLAZING personal invectives. Please be 
NICE to my NET CONTROL STATIONS 
as I have only very limited FUNDS to send 
them on Rest and Recuperation! And, since 
we are Non-Union, we are not eligible for 
binding arbitration! Second HINT is direc- 
ted to a FEW stations who DO NOT PAY 
ATTENTION during TRAFFIC listing! 
Please realize you FORCE the NCS to 
REPEAT what he has just said to your 
station!! Part of this hint has to do with 
HOW you run your message desk! If you 
don’t have in front of you a sheet for 
EACH session listing the major sources of 
traffic, MAKE ONE! As LIAISON stations 
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list their traffic---write it down! If you can’t 
handle any of it--scratch it! If it is headed 
in your area ( CIRCLE it). Then when NCS 
calls YOU and assigns you to a FREQ- 
write it down next to the traffic. Please 
don’t interrupt NCS and say ‘‘where’d you 
say?’’ Good NET DISCIPLINE is MAN- 
DATORY for successful and EFFICIENT 
NET operation. Please COOPERATE-- 
THANKS!! Now to other news! The NET 
recorded twelve stations with 100% atten- 
dance for November. KB4FIY, K2GNZ, 
WA4JDH, K4KIC, KB4MON, K4RBR, 
WA4RUE, K4SJA, WB4TOV, WA9VND, 
KB4WCX AND WB4ZVD! And in the 
95% and higher. WA4EYU, NR2F, 
N4GMU, KD4IVP and W4SME. Among 
the Travelers it is always a pleasure to 
recognize AA4CH, Cef, K4AJV, Carol, 
WD4DNC, Barry, WX4J, Earl and one of 
our real Old Timers John, W4GUJ from 
High Springs! The Florida Phone Traffic 
Net meets EVERY day of the year on 3940 
Khz at 1155UTC and we are always 
pleased to welcome any station interested in 
traffic handling. Come join with us and 
have some fun. Get the FPTN habit! To 
ALL, HAPPY HOLIDAYS ! ENJOY. 73/ 
88’s Doc, W4SME 

FROM DENNIS, KB4MON, TPTN 
NET MANAGER: November was a 
GOOD month for TPTN and our averages 
for the month showed Checkins up to 20.2, 
Traffic up to 8.9 and average Time per 
session at 20.9 minutes. Our Traffic/Station 
ratio remained at .44. The significant 
increase of a 3.8 Average stations per 
session is the best news and it indicates that 
more stations are using TPIN. NR2F, 
Charlie has been a very significant asset to 
the Net in his work with both 4RN and 
APPLink, while Laura, WA9VND con- 
tinues to be ubiquitous from dawn until the 
wee hours! A Royal TPTN salute to 
WA4QXT, NY1H, KO4DR and N4JAQ for 
their stalwart work as daily Liaisons to 
other Regional Nets! If we were without 
this nucleus of excellent operators, we 
would be virtually out of the game! Believe 
it! KO4VK has done it again! Larry has 
now successfully met EVERY NET ROS- 
TER CALL for THREE consecutive 
months WITHOUT a MISS!!! How about 
some challengers out there? Do I hear the 
noise of record being made. Among those 
checking in more than 90% of the time we 
recognize ART, KO4DR; CHARLIE, 
NR2F; WALT, WA4QXT; EUNIE, 
W1UKR; and LAURA, WA9VND. Lest we 
forget ALL the other stations that dropped 
by to join the NET-even though you may 
not be on the TPTN Roster, you are always 
welcome any evening at 5pm local on 
3940KHz. All of our prayers for a speedy 
recovery from heart treatment go out to 
Frank, K4EUK. Frank has an envious 
record on TPTN which dates back into the 
early ‘60s. Frank has a great FIST on CW, 
is a smooth SSB traffic handler and is also 
ONE FINE FELLA! Hurry back Frank! 
Although you will be reading this after the 


funny little guy in the red suit cames to 
visit you, I truly hope that each of you had 
a most Joyous Christmas and a Happy 
Holiday and it won’t be long before we 
will start ticking off the days on a new 
calendar in 1994. Remember, TPTN meets 
every day of the week at 1700 local time 
on 3940 KHZ and the TROPICAL PHONE 
TRAFFIC NET welcomes you to come and 
join with us. 73 & 88’s Dennis, KB4MON 
FROM BOB, KC4ZHF SEFTN 
ASST. NET MGR: The Motorola Amateur 
Radio Club Repeater 146.79 down 600 is 
the meeting place daily at 1800 local for 
the Southeast Florida Traffic Net. We hope 
that if you enjoy the rewards from handling 
message traffic that you will make a point 
to check in with us. Incidentally, I hope 
everyone had a chance to get their fill of 
Turkey and all the fixins because I sure felt 
sorry for the poor citizens of the state of 
Arkansas! It has been reported that they 
were unable to celebrate Halloween and 
now Thanksgiving!! It seems the Witch 
moved to Washington and took the Turkey 
with her!! On another subject, I will report 
to you that 1256 stations did check into the 
Net in November and 393 pieces of formal 
traffic were passed in 1707 minutes during 
30 sessions. We suffered a dip in the 
number of checkins from October, but our 
traffic count did pick up very nicely. 
Thanks to ALL who came and brought 
traffic and took traffic for delivery. We 
really appreciate the work of our Liaison 
stations bringing in the traffic from other 
Regional and Area Nets. We still need 
additional Liaisons to meet other NTS HF 
Nets. And this becomes most important 
during the holiday seasons as well as 
during the big influx of ‘‘Snowbirds’’ when 
the major load of our traffic is created! And 
that is NOW ! Jim, WA4CSQ entered the 
November record book on the 24th as the 
1000th station checking in! Congratulations 
! The Boss told me to tell you the check is 
in the mail!! And, incidentally, November 
became the 74th CONSECUTIVE month 
when SEFTN recorded over 1000 stations 
checking in. I don’t know whether we have 
reached Guiness level yet, but I doubt if 
there are many other VHF Nets that can 
match our stats! Also for the month we 
welcomed 14 NEW stations into the Net! I 
certainly hope that many will come back 
and join us often; perhaps even to become 
Regular Rollcall checkins. The Honor Roll 
for November lists the following: KD4GR, 
KB4WBY,KC4ZHF,KD4HGU,KD4LQG,K 
D4HKS and KD4NPC all at 100% atten- 
dance--CONGRATULATIONS--Our Semi- 
Annual picnic on the 11th of December 
will have been enjoyed by ALL when you 
get to read this column and I sure hope that 
all who did attend did enjoy themselves and 
had plenty of the good food provided by 
our YL’s, XYL’s and Entertainment Chair- 
man. Look carefully at next months report 
in this space for DETAILS regarding future 
SPECIAL EVENTS and PICNICS. 
Remember, set your watch and mark your 


calendar for SEFTN, DAILY at 6pm on 
146.79 down 600. Come on board and meet 
our Net Manager, Jim, KD4GR and ASST. 
Net MGRS. FORD, KB4WBY and myself 
KC4ZHF. Besides handling traffic into, out 
of and within the state of Florida, we 
provide a very well organized Traffic 
Handlers TRAINING Net. If you are NEW 
to Amateur Radio and have recently upgra- 
ded or you’re an Old-Timer who’s gotten 
tusty from non use, drop by and join in on 
our sessions. Better yet, send me a formal 
message and let me know you’d like to 
participate! 73 & 88’s, BOB, KC4ZHF 

FROM NILS, WA4NDA, FMTN NET 
MANAGER: This was truly a rare month. 
As Editor for FPN News I was preparing 
copy for Skip when the Telephone rang and 
it was Nils. The upshot of the conversation 
was; due to circumstances beyond his 
control and lacking the time to complete his 
report before MY deadline to MY editor 
(HiHi) would I insert a brief message in the 
column for him? Briefly, Nils hoped that 
everyone had a great Thanksgiving and that 
Santa Claus brought everyone everything 
they had on their wish list. Also, he 
promised that I would have stats and info 
for both November and December for the 
next issue. And, since the next issue will be 
read AFTER Rudolph makes his scheduled 
rounds, A HAPPY HO HO HO to ALL ! 
Mermry Christmassss 73 & 88’s NILS, 
WA4NDA 

FROM BILL, WD4KBW, FAST/ 
FAST LATE NET MGR: To ALL the 75 
meter traffic handlers who frequent 3940 
and who bring and take traffic to the early 
and late sessions of FAST, and who look 
forward to reading about the Net activities 
in this section, I must once again report to 
you as FPN Editor for SKIP, that I have 
received NO written copy for publication 
from the Net Manager. To simply publish 
Net stats which are available elsewhere 
seems to me to be an exercise in futility! 
Having for many years been active on both 
FAST NETS myself and as a non-active 
participant now, due to my _ operating 
restrictions, I would like on behalf of the 
Net Manager to extend to each of you who 
spend your time and a lot of effort 
combatting poor conditions and interference 
a most Joyous Holiday Season and Good 
Luck during ‘‘94 

FROM EARL, K4FQU, SWFTN, 
NET MANAGER: ‘TIS THE SEASON 
TO BE MERRY and as your Net Manager, 
I wish each and every one of you members 
of the Net a most Joyous Holiday Season! 
May all your joys be great and all your 
wishes be fulfilled. If you have been 
dreaming about some ‘‘goodie’’ for your 
SHACK, I sure hope it was under your 
Christmas tree Christmas morning! 1993 is 
rapidly disappearing and 1994 is almost 
right around the comer of time but before 
the year ends, I believe that SWFTN had a 
good year! We have held our head high 
during adversity and we have remained 
strong because of the caliber of the Net 
Members! There have been times when the 
Net had need for additional Net Control 
Stations. The Net ALWAYS needs new 
Stations to step into the Net Control 
position as this is what gives a Net vitality, 


FLORIDA CW NETS 


QFNS Reported by Laura, 
WA9YVND: November stats, QNI 198, 
QTC 106, QND 583 shows we took 
fewer minutes to do it and that looks 
good. N4TWO, one of our NCS, is back 
from helping a sick brother and we are 
glad to have him. Notable visitors were 
KD4DJ and KM4G, also KC4ECA, 
WX4H and out of state N4WZS in NC, 
and N4TNS from Texas. 

I gave the wrong name last month 
for Ed, N4WLM in Vero Beach. Sorry 
about that. It really doesn’t hurt to stop 
in and say hello to us, honest, so why 
not give it a try? We are on every night 
at 8 PM so bring some traffic we can 
handle for you. Find us on 3715 kHz. 

Gator Net Manager Dan, W4DL 
Writes: Chris, N4EKC will be off the 
net December 19 to January 1 visiting 
his daughter in Colorado Springs. 
Charley, WA4EYU says XYL feeling 


consistency and solid performance. Those 
of you who haven’t tried but would like to 
find out how to get started, let me 
know--I’ll be only too glad to help you. 
Right now we need more Liaison stations. 
It’s very important that we have stations 
that will make the effort each day to take 
traffic to and bring traffic from other 
registered Nets. During November we got a 
real shot in the arm with checkins up to 544 
averaging 21 per day. During the 26 
sessions the Net worked 463 pieces of 
formal traffic a tremendous boost over 
October! What a great job you all did- 
THANKS-Christmas will be over by the 
time you read this, but I am sure you will 
be able to better the November stats with 
the holiday traffic rush. When you are 
talking with others on VHF don’t forget to 
mention our Net-and if the station doesn’t 
know about SWFTN invite the station to 
attend a session and you be the SPONSOR 
and introduce the station to the Net. Make 
the station feel WELCOME! I hope that I 
will get to see ALL of you at the Christmas 
party!! For those who are reading this for 
the FIRST time, SWFTN is the Southwest 
Florida Traffic Net that meets on a regular 
basis Monday through Saturday at 1000 
local on 146.88 down 600, Come join us! 
73 & 88’s EARL, K4FQU 


Ed Roller (K4IA), Editor 


much better. The plan a trip to Bruns- 
wich, Georgia December 18 and 19, 
Andy, W4IYT sold FLORIDA SKIP to 
his Editor Gerry, KC4EHT in Mel- 
bourne. Andy says his heavy video 
load is the reason for the sale. George, 
K4JI has a device that checks his pace 
maker’s readings over the phone. He 
even gets a chart. Schedules with his 
friend Bob, KDS5FUE have been good 
on both SSB and CW on 20 meters. 
Dan, W4DL will be off nets starting 
January 1 with boat trips and some 
time in Alabama and Georgia. Both 
Mae, W3CUL and Al, W3VR were 
laid low with food poisoning. Mae has 
shifted to the fruit cake mode. 

FMSN by John, KC4FL: Happy 
Holidays from FMSN. Band conditions 
good so far on 80 meters therefore we 
expect to do our part with Christmas 
and New Year’s traffic. We sometimes 
send two reps to QFN. This is the net 
to move messages into the NTS via 
QFN especially if other commitments 
exist in the evening. 

Good to OB, WC4D back with us 
after recovery. Let’s keep up the spirit 
in 1994, 

QFN Reported by Don, AD4CN: 
Now that Christmas and New Year is 
upon us, all traffic handlers on QFN 
should prepare for volunteering their 
help at all levels. Even if you have 
never liaisoned to other traffic nets 
such as regional, section or local, this 
will help the regular reps and keep the 
burnout factor down. This will give 
you the experience needed to substitute 
in case anything happens to the regular 
rep. 
QFN is still looking for a regular 
Tuesday NCS as well as a Saturday 
RNS rep. Let me know if you are 


‘interested in giving an assignment a 


try. Recent additions to our roster of 
experienced (by doing) are JB, 
KC4ECA and Chet, AB4XK. They are 
doing very well. 

I hope everyone has a safe and 
Happy Holiday Season. 

Notes from K4IA I am pleased to 
announce that John Bates, KC4ECA 
will take over this column beginning 
with the February FLORIDA SKIP. 
Please send JB interesting items you 
have noticed on the CW Nets. -73, Ed, 
K4IA. 
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Earl Snyder, W4AYD and all the amateurs Okeechobee area 
are to be congratulated on the faine hamfest. -Photo W4KOG 


OmWANI HNN PWN KE 


_ 
jo) 


TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS, 
NOVEMBER 1993 


STATION 
W3CUL 
WX4H 
K4FQU 
KB6ECH 
W3VR 
WASVND. 
NR2F 
KB4WBY 
K4SCL 
N4SS 


TOTAL 
3019 
1152 
1031 
995 
964 
920 
13 
589 
562 
412 


-by WA4PFK & WX4J 


STATION 
WA4QXT 
WA4PFK 
WD4II0 
AA4HT 
WA4NDA 
NY1H 
K4IA 
KA4FZI 
W4DL 
AA4FG 


TOTAL 
355 
284 
284 
213 
266 
247 
239 
233 
215 
214 


TRAFFIC HOUNDS, OCTOBER, 1993 


NET QNI AVG QTC 


QFN 


SWFTN544 


FPTN 


886 14.8 
20.9 


1038 34.6 


SEFTN 1256 41.9 


FMTN 
TPTN 
GN 
NFPN 
NFAN 
SVTN 

‘QFNS 
FPON 


615 20.5 
606 20.2 
201 6.7 
1032 34.4 
925 335.6 
7692265 
198 6.6 
163 5.4 


SPARC 954 
GARSN231 
DEN 250 
SFAN 47 
PBEN 38 
BCEPN 177 
AIN 31 


LATE: 
FAST 433 


31.8 
11.0 
62.5 
11.8 
9.5 

35.4 
7.8 


-by Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK, STM, SFL 
AVG SESSMGR 


688 
463 
425 


11.5 
17.8 
14.2 
S93 od 
Shei Orel ly 
ZO) pedo 
230 apie, 
ee Ae ie 
159 ee Onl 
153.0 gai3 
106a 3 
a 
1.5 
ey 
6.5 
20 
1.0 
0.6 
0.8 0.2 
TOT 3555 
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60 
26 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 


AD4CN 
K4FQU 
W4SME 
KD4GR 
WA4NDA 
KB4MON 
W4DL 
N4WMS 
NR2F 
KD40BN 
WA9SVND 
WB4GCK 
N4ZMQ 
WD4NFG 
N4LTT 
KD4GR 
WB20UK 
WA2DXQ 
WA4PFK 


WD4KBW 


QTC/QNI 
0.78 
0.85 
0.41 
0.31 
0.55 
0.44 
1.14 
0.15 
0.17 
0.20 
0.54 
0.32 
0.00 
0.16 
0.10 
0.17 
0.11 
0.02 
0.03 
TOT 0.34 


QRV Electronics 


503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
P.O. BOX 330 
CRAWFORD, GA 30630 


Ph/Fax 706-743-3344 
AZDEN CX144MW 


at 2m w/5" mag 
ar 5/8 wave 


AZ-21A 2m/5 W $ 30.00 
AZ-61 6m/5W 
AZ-11 10m/5 W 


PCS-7000H 2m/SO W 
PCS-7500H 6m/SO W 


+ Re TReeceven ,  AZDEN 
SCAR omerT: “Imiwet  peyToe 
pecs ose) Gn 

< =e = == 


All models available 
Call us for current pricing Valor Antennas: 


Wintenna 


Antennas 
Pyramid Power 
Supplies: 


Bees Ne eee ee 
seeesee AZDEN ADI KDK REPAIR SPECIALISTS *°****’ 
QRV Electronics-Specializing in, but not limited to Azden & 
ADI repair. We buy, sell, and trade used Azden on new Azden 
or other brands. We also deal in Valor & Wintenna antennas 
and Pyramid power supplies. 


FLORIDA TRAFFIC NETS 


FREQ TIME(ET) 
3940 0730 (SAT) 


3940 1800 
3940 2230 
3651/7061 1750 
7247.5 1145 
3908 1630 
3940 0700 
3651/7061 0830 
3950 0900 
3950 1830/1930 
3651/7061 1900 
3651 2200 
3715 2000 


NET 

AIN - ARRL Information Net 

FAST/E - SFL Am. SSB Tfc Net (Early) 

FAST/L - SFL Am. SSB Tfc Net (Late) 

FMSN - FL Med Speed Tfc Net 

FMTN - FL Midday Tfc Net 

FPON - FL Public Opns Net 

FPTN - FL Phone Tfc Net 

GN - Gator Net 

NFEN - NFL Emer Net (Mon-Sat) 

NFPN - NFL Phone Net 

QFN/E - All FL CW Tfe Net 

QFN/L - All FL CW Tfc Net 

QENS - All FL Slow CW Tfe Net 

SFAN - SFL ARES Net 3940 0800 (Sat) 

TPTN - Tropical Phone Tfc Net 3940/7243 1700 

Southern Florida Emergency Coordinators and ARES 
members should monitor 3940 or 7247 kHz in addition to 
their local net in the event of an emergency. The 
emergency operations schedule for Florida section nets wil. 
be followed if their is a section-wide emergency. 
Refer to the ARRL Net Directory for a more detailed 

listing of local and special interest nets. 


BUTLER BARRELS 
OVER OPPONENTS 


Reelected Southeastern 


Director 

Longtime Director Frank Butler, 
W4RH, overcame opposition by three 
opponents; his vote total was greater 
than that of the three other candidates 
combined. Butler in his campaign state- 
ment cited his Executive Committee 
membership and his role in the inter- 
national (IARU) affairs. 

Running against Butler were South 
Florida Section Manager Rudy Hub- 
bard, WA4PUP, also a former Section 
Emergency Coordinator; Alan Page, 
KE4WO, the only candidate to appear 
on ballots this year without a photo; 
and David Shiplett, AC4MU, who said, 
‘‘New Blood Needed...the incumbent 
has been a League official since 
1957...How many years is that?’’ 

(Frank Butler was a Florida Section 
Manager from 1957 to 1980 but and 
ARRL director only since 1980). 

Southeastern Division voters also 
returned Vice Director Evelyn Gau- 
zens, W4WYR, to office. Her 
opponent, Mitch Mitchell, WA4OSR, 
tan a strong campaign, however, earn- 
ing 44 percent of the votes cast. 
Mitchell introduced his campaign state- 
ment saying, “‘I am excited about the 
opportunities and challenges facing 
ham radio and the ARRL. J] am NOT 
running because I am upset or mad at 
anyone or anything’’ (his emphasis). 

-Thanx ARRL Letter 


HIGH SPEED CODE 


PRACTICE ON THE AIR 


Ted Herrman, AE&8G of Lake 
orth conducts high-speed code prac- 


tice on Monday and Thursday even- 
ings at 0100Z - 7.022MHz plus or 
minus a k or so. 


RTTY Honor Roll Created 
Today, the ARRL Awards Commit- 
tee voted 6 ‘‘yes’’ and 1 ‘‘no’’ to 
accept an ARRL DX Advisory Com- 
mittee (DXAC) recommendation to 
create an Honor Roll for RTTY 
DXCC. Qualification for this new 
Honor Roll is the same as for Mixed 
Honor Roll--318 current (not deleted) 
countries, (January 1, 1994 Eritrea will 
be added to the DXCC Countries List, 


READERS WRITE 


A Happy Packet Beginner 


begets a New Subscriber 
Sol Mansbach of Delray Beach writes: 

Dear Gerry, 

..Your treatise is one of the best 
introductions for packet I have read. I 
have the ARRL book and it’s totally 
inadequate for beginners. 

I am submitting $10.00 for the 
FLORIDA SKIP subscription (the 
$2.00 is for the packet guide). I hope 
this is adequate. Many thanks - Wish 


you and yours a Happy Holiday Sea- 
son. 

Ed. Note: About two years ago, I 
wrote a beginner’s guide to packet but 
it was oriented for packet in Brevard 
County; none-the-less it was designed 
for raw beginners. I gave Sol one of 
them and have intended to rewrite the 
manual to be more generic. Perhaps I 
should do it and make it generally 
available to the SKIP readers. Anyone 
else interested? //ger 


Four Charter Members of the QCWA attended the QCWA National 
Convention. L to R, Clarence Seid, W2KW;; Bill Kennedy, W2AS; Nat 
Burnett, K4OL and Bob Baird, W9NN. - Photo by Bob McDow, W4KOG. 


and the level will rise to 319 current 
countries.) 

This action makes Honor Rolls for 
all DXCC ‘‘mode’’ awards. The RTTY 
DXCC accepts contacts made using 
Baudot, ASCII, Amtor, and other non- 
CW digital protocols. 

Persons who qualify for RTTY 
Honor Roll will be recognized based 
on their RTTY DXCC records. No 
other action is required. 


Pick your call sign 

The FCC today proposed that ama- 
teurs be able to choose their own call 
signs, once a new automated process- 
ing system is in place at the Commis- 
sion’s Private Radio Bureau. 

Under the proposed system, ama- 
teurs wishing to apply for an available 
call sign would be required to file a 


form and pay a fee. 

Trustees of club and military recrea- 
tion stations also would be eligible for 
the new program. Also today, The FCC 
canceled a rule it adopted last summer 
establishing a call sign administrator 
program for amateur club and military 
stations, a program that was never 
implemented. 

The FCC said that at the present 
time call sign selection by new licen- 
sees was not feasible, but left the door 
open for that possibility in the future. 

The FCC said that the new PRB 
computer might eventually allow ama- 
teurs to check for themselves the 
availability of call signs, and that the 
new system might be used to allow 
electronic filing of applications, mak- 
ing the process easier for applicant and 
FCC alike. 
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INTERNATIONAL MiG 
RADIO EE EB a 
SYSTEMS, INC. mame 


FACTORY DIRECT DISTRIBUTOR 
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICES 


O 
KENWOOD e ICOM ec Adle 8 


e eee e COMMERCIAL ¢ MARINE ¢ SATELLITE e CELLULAR © 


e 
© RF PRODUCTS « CELWAVE 
© AWA ° MULTI 
ee ¢ ASTRON ¢ SANTEC 
=—f-ag CCENTURION =. BARKER & 
 ¢ MAXON WILLIAMSON 
ttt! © AMPHENOL © NE 
ineene, ° e SOUTHWESTERN BELL 
Loon 2 SITEX EPTS 


e MOTOROLA + VAN GORDAN ENG 
fas SHAKESPHERE « > COLUMBIA WIRE 
° USHCRAFT 


o MYE VIKING * ano MORE. 


THE TOTAL ci Meee STORE (63) 
WHOLESALE e RETAIL e EXPORT 


MR GB intERNATIONnAL HABLAMOS ESPANOL 
ania SU DISTRIBUIDOR 
PARA CENTRO, SUR AMERICA 
SYSTEMS, INC. Y EL CARIBE 


9001 N.W. 72ND AVE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33166 


ae SE 25 9:30-5:30 Sat. 9:30-2:30 FAX: (305) 477-4449 
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Eli Nannis (K4JMH), Editor 


In 1994 we will have our first election 
of a complete Board of Directors. This will 
be held every other year in an effort to 
reduce the election expenses. The nominat- 
ing committee has developed a list of 
candidates and tumed in their final report. 
If you wish to nominate other candidates, 
you can by the way of a petition. This 
requires 25 members to sign asking that the 
candidate’s name be placed on the ballot. 
Members are asked to check their date of 
their national membership and also the 
expiration date of their local chapter mem- 
bership. Secretaries are reminded that each 
month there is posted a file of new 
members on the BBS. Check it and see if 
you can find some new members in your 
area. Three-year dues for national is now 
$35.00. Lapel pin with the number of years 
you have been licensed is not $15.00. The 
QCWA National Convention Committee 
wishes to thank all those who attended the 
convention and they hope you enjoyed it. 
Chapters are requested to put a notice in 
you newsletters and remind members on the 
nets that if they know of a sight-impaired 
member who would like to have the 
QCWA Journal on tape cassette, write to 
Blanche Randles, W4GXZ; 6002 N. Fre- 
mont, Tampa, FL 33604. 

Golden Triangle Chapter. Our Chapter 
173 is located in the Central Florida region 
of Eustis, Mt. Dora and Tavares. We hold a 
monthly breakfast meeting on the 2nd 
Saturday every month. We meet at the 
Greenhouse Restaurant on old 441 in Mt. 
Dora. Our current membership is approxi- 
mately 30 amateurs with about 16 in 
regular attendance. Our chapter was char- 
tered in March of 1990 and has met 
regularly since that time. If you are in our 
area on the 2nd Saturday, please drop in 
and visit with us. Reported by Harold 
Beaver, WOLYB, Secy. 

Gator Chapter. At our November 
meeting, the attendance was 43 members 
and guests. The program was given by Jim 
Homan, W4DPH a member of our chapter 
and he gave a demonstration of packet 
radio. A discussion was held on the QCWA 
National Convention, which was held on 
October 29 & 30. Blanche Randles, 
W4GXZ, co-chairman of the convention 
discussed the programs and other features 
of the convention. Everyone who attended 
agreed that the convention was quite 
successful. President Dannual, W2HD sent 
a copy of a resolution that the National 
Board of Directors expressed profound 
thanks to the chairpersons and their com- 
mittee for a most enjoyable and successful 
convention. Members were advised that 
chapter dues are due and also to check their 
national dues. At our next meeting, we will 
accept contributions for our charity, the 


Palm Beach QCWA #111 1994 Officers, 1 to r - Bob McDow, W4KO 


Forrest Haynes, K4YPO-VP and Charlie Newell, K2GNZ-Pres. 


Religious Community Services, Inc. They 
feed the hungry, house the homeless and 
shelter the abused in our county. Reported 
by Eli Nannis, K4JMH. 

Pelican Chapter. By far the biggest 
news of the year is the successful and 
well-enjoyed QCWA Convention hosted by 
the Pelican and Gator Chapters and chaired 
by Blanche, W4GXZ and Jay, K9BSL. 
Thanks to Michelle Hunt, WOYMW and 
Don, W4PCO and Grace Bice, registration 
and coded badges were a breeze. The 
convention radio station, W2MM was on 
the air manned by Dave, K4KE and Alice, 
WB4ZPU and this was first. The tours went 
very well with no problems. The evening 
banquet went very well and many awards 
were given out. It’s going to be hard.to top 
this convention. On November 17th, we 
had our yearly picnic with the Gator 
Chapter. The weather was perfect and a 
chicken dinner with all fixins was served 
and the highlight of the picnic featured a 
birthday cake for Dutch, KF4DI who 
celebrated his 89th birthday. Bob Mollan- 
hauer, K4MWH is now a silent key. New 
officers were elected for 1994 and they 
were President Irwin Meyer, WA2YQU, 
V.P Jarvie Mullin, WR4GTH, Secretary Jay 
Strom, K9BSL, Treasurer Don Bice, 
W4PCO and Directors are Dave Stocky, 
K4KE, Howard Rubicon, K4GHK, Blanche 
Randles, W4GXZ, Eli Nannis, K4JMH and 
Ralph Luedke, K9MOR. Reported by C. 
Gramm, Secy. 

Southeast Chapter. At our November 
20th meeting, the minutes of the October 
meeting were read by the Secretary. Under 
new business, nominations for new officers 
for 1994 were accepted as follows: Pre- 
sident George Henning, WB4JFA, Vice 
President, to be announced at our Christmas 
meeting. Art, W4VZ and Marion Rauch, 
WB4RFB decided to 
keep their old jobs 
as Secretary and 
Treasurer respec- 
tively and Herb Ber- 
nard will remain as 
recording, corres- 
ponding secretary 
and historian for the 
chapter. Our Christ- 
mas party will be 
held at Andy 
Clark’s home on 
December 18th. 
Herb, W4JXA 
reported on Al 
W4ELR_ Wilcox’s 
Condition ws ave 


Qua, 


George Henning reported on our 2-meter 
net which meets on 146.76 MHz Wednes- 
day at 8:15PM. Andy reported on the 
QCWA convention at Clearwater and the 
recognition of our chapter by QCWA for its 
past efforts during Hurricane Andrew. VP 
George, WB4JFA recounted the social 
affairs at the convention and dinner. 
Wayne, AG4R exhibited a vacuum tube 
279A used in the first sideband transmitter 
by AT&T in 1920-1930. Kitty Starr, 
K4PME accepted the huge vacuum tube to 
be made into an ornament for her home. 
The 50/50 was won by Tinia, XYL of Ed 
Tumpaugh and Charles Cox, W4RSG. 
Reported by Herb Bernard, W4JXA. 

Palm Beach Chapter 111. We had a 
very good tumout of about thirty members 
and guests at our November luncheon. Mr. 
Peter Scriven, WH4FH was a first-time 
attendee and Mort Penn, WA2STA along 
with his XYL Helen returned from their 
summer in Long Island. 

Elections were held for the Chapter 
Officers for 1994. The following were 
elected unanimously to serve the next term: 
Charlie Newell, K2GNZ as President. For- 
rest Haynes, K4YPO as Vice President. 
Bob McDow, W4KOG as Sec./Treas. Con- 
gratulations to the winners and thanks to 
the members of the nominating committee 
for coming up with a fine slate. 

We would also like to commend our 
chapter member Dave Dalziel, N4ICE for 
his efforts in the rescue of a ship in distress 
as reported in the Nov. ‘93 issue of the 
Society of Wireless Pioneer’s newsletter, 
“*Beacon.”’ 

The next meeting will feature a gift 
exchange and will be held at the North 
Palm Beach CC on December the 21st. 
Note that this is a week earlier than our 
usual ‘‘last’’ Tuesday. Reported by Bob 
McDow, W4KOG. 


ATER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC 


25 Years a Ham? 


Got A question? 
Write 


159 E. 16th Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 


January 1994, FLORIDA SKIP /9 


OLD TIMERS AND KNIGHTS Bob McDow (W4KOG) 


OLD OLD TIMER’S CLUB 

Time is really flying! The year is 
almost gone and it’s almost time for 
the Miami Hamfest again. We usually 
look forward to that one because a lot 
of the QCWA and OOTC guys seem to 
make it to Miami each year whether 
they can make any of the rest or not. 
We’ve been taking the motorhome 
down and spending the whole weekend 
at the campground with all the RV’ers 
so it offers a good time to get 
reacquanted with all the guys and gals. 
The usually all get together and go as a 
caravan up to the Ham-a-rally up at 
Christmas, Florida the week following 
Miami. I don’t know if I’m going to 
make that rally this year or not. We’ll 
have to play it by ear and we'll see 
when the time comes. 

Got a nice note from Harold 
Tucker, K4HXW who is net control op 
on the Korn Kob net on 7274.1 kHz in 
the mornings. He suggests that maybe 
we can tie in with them before they 
sign off somewhere between 0800 and 
0900 and in that way the frequency 
could be passed without interruption. 
Sounds like a good idea and one we 
should look into. W4NWF please note! 

I have to report that Creed Chorpen- 
ing, W4TZ became a Silent Key on 
October 13. Creed had lived in Ft. 
Pierce until 1989 when he moved to 
Clarion, PA. Creed was very active on 
the amateur bands and was OOTC 
#2838. Creed was the founder of the 
Astatic Co. and was the developer of 
the D-104 mic. among other audio 
devices. Creed moved to Florida in 
1950. 

-73, Bob McDow, W4KOG 
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KNIGHTS OF THE 


KILOCYCLE 
3910 Ke. Sunday Morn. 
1230Z - 0730 EST 

I might be a couple of days late 
with this but I want to wish all of the 
Knights and Ladies of the Kilocycle a 
Happy Holiday and I hope everyone 
has a Healthy and Prosperous New 
Year in 1994! 

I finished off the year with a 
flourish by spending the weekend of 
the Okeechobee Hamfest with the 
motorhome camping out over at Buck- 
head Ridge about 10 miles south of the 
Hamfest. Bonnie and I were guests of 
some of our camping friends who live 
over there and so we enjoyed the 
whole weekend alorig with Charlie and 
Pat Newell, K2GNZ and KC4LCE. 
The bunch over at Okeechobbee put on 
their best Hamfest ever and so it made 
for a ver-r-r-y enjoyable visit. The 
catfish was delicious as always. 

I’m sad to refer you to a comment 
on page 10 of the December issue of 
QST mentioning the death of our 
Knight Creed Chorpening, W4TZ. 
Creed became a Silent Key on October 
13 in Clarion, Pennsylvania where he 
retired after leaving his home in Ft. 
Pierce in 1989. Creed had been an 
active member of the Knights for over 
thirty years at that time and I’m sure 
that many of the members have cher- 
ished memories of Creed. 

We had a couple of our old regulars 
check in on a couple of the nets last 
month; Wendy, W1UCL checked in to 
say hello. The propagation wasn’t too 
good and so the QSO didn’t last long 
but it was good to hear him on the net 
again. Doc, W4SME also took time out 
from his busy Florida Phone Traffic 
Net duties to come on and let us know 
he’s doing OK. It was sure good to 
hear from both of them and we’ll be 
looking for them again in the near 
future. 

73 & 88, Bob, W4KOG 


ALFRED STRELING, 
W40FT SK 


hapter. Al, who was first licensed as 
a ham in 1926, served as the chap- 
er’s Chaplain for many years. 
-Thanx to Jay Hitchcock, 
IKK8YGH for report. 


SILENT KEYS 


We regret to report the passing of 
e following Florida Amateur Radio 
Operators. Please notify FLORIDA 
KIP of any silent keys in your area. 
K4EJW - Roy Carpenter, Ocala 
WA4WWJ - Charlie Blanc, Sal 
prings 
W4LGA - Arthur H. Stead, Miami 
WAG4HLP - Albert ‘‘Big Al’’ Mitchell, 
Jacksonville 
W4BEW - Elmer G. Leachman, Port 
harlotte 
KE4CEN - Sanford D. Fish Sr. Lake 


KN4EA - Donald McCoy, Clearwater 

W4HLO - Archie E. Cannon, Winte 
arden 

K4JSS - Paul W. Montgomery, Jack- 


WA4LVW - John S. McIntyre, Clear- 
ater 

WAARLYV - Henry F. Briese, Seminole 

WB4ULO - Joseph R. Farran, St. 


K4WB - C.R. Allison Jr., Melbouurne 

K4WMY - Thomas F. McDonnell, 
Satellite Beach 

NJ8P - Howard A. Massie, Ocala 

KB9FUE - Dave Rhodes, Ormond 


K3CKC - Donald S. Bain, Ocala 
W4HCQ - James H. Stevens, Ocala 
K4THX - John D. ‘‘Jack’’ Ryder, 


34th ANNUAL 


TROPICAL HAMBOREE 


AMATEUR RADIO & COMPUTER SHOW 
ARRL FLORIDA STATE CONVENTION 


MIAMI, FLORIDA FEBRUARY 5 - 6, 1994 


YOUTH FAIR EXPOSITION CENTER 
TAMIAMI PARK FAIRGROUNDS 


SW. 112th Avenue & Coral Way (24th Street) 
Miami, Florida 


REGISTRATION 
$5.00 ADVANCE (Deadline Feb. 1st) $6.00 AFTER FEBRUARY ist (Incl. Tax) 


SWAP TABLES 
(CALL TO CHECK ON AVAILABILITY 305-667-1047, FRANK SULLIVAN) 
$20.00 per table covers both days. Must have registration ticket for each person attending. 
Power available at $10.00 per user. Tables are 24” x 8’ and are covered with white plastic. 


CAMPGROUND SPACES ARE AVAILABLE THIS DATE 
$40.00 (FRI., SAT. & SUN.) $55.00 (THURS., FRI., SAT. & SUN.) (Incl. Tax) 
All sites have water and electricity. Laundry and dump facilities on site. Shower room available 
for those without built-in facility. Reservation should include type and length of unit, and tag number. 


CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS IN PAYMENT FOR TICKETS, TABLES, CAMPGROUND 
SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO: DADE RADIO CLUB OF MIAMI, INC. 
and sent to Chairman: Evelyn Gauzens 
2780 NW. 3rd Street, Miami, FL 33125 


HEADQUARTERS HOTEL 
MIAMI AIRPORT MARRIOTT, 1201 N.W. LeJuene Road Telephone: (305) 649-5000 
RATES: $69.00 double or single, tax not incl. DEADLINE: January 22nd, 1994 
Call reservations department direct and mention ‘‘Tropical Hamboree”’ 


SATURDAY PROGRAMS SUNDAY PROGRAMS 
DX FORUM PACKET RADIO PRESENTATION 
SEARCH FOR EXTRA TERRESTRIALS ARRL OPEN FORUM 
FCC FORUM WITH RALPH HALLER YOUTH FORUM 
GORDON WEST’S LIVE TUNER DEMONSTRATION AMSAT PHASE Ill & IV FORUM 
QCWA PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO TWO LICENSE EXAM SESSIONS ON SITE 
NTS/ARES FORUM & SET CRITIQUE SUNDAY MORNING 9:00 A.M. AND 
FLORIDA REPEATER COUNCIL MEETING SUNDAY AFTERNOON AT 1:30 PM. 
AMATEUR AUXILIARY/OO FORUM 


BROCHURE AVAILABLE WITH RESERVATION FORMS, MAPS. FOR FURTHER DETAILS: WRITE, 
FAX OR CALL HAMBOREE CHAIRMAN. TEL: 305-642-4139 FAX: 305-642-1648 


WE’RE AT YOUR SERVICE... SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY! 
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COMPUFORUM 


NEW TECHNOLOGY 


Storage technology is currently the 
largest growth area in the PC compat- 
ible world these days. The ED floppy 
drive is now supported in most of the 
new computer BIOS that is shipped 
with motherboards. The ED floppy 
drive is size and data compatible with 
the 3 1/2” drives that are common- 
place but the ED drives will store 2.8 
Megabytes on an ED floppy. This is 
twice the capacity of the 1.44 Mega- 
byte floppies. The drives are available 
although pricey but consider that they 
will be the standard in two or three 
years. The Floptical drive is also 
gaining popularity but it may not be as 
useful for the personal market. Flopti- 
cal drives are magneto-optical drives 
that use a laser to guide the head 
positioner. These drives have as many 
cylinders as a small hard drive and can 
store 20 megabytes in the space of the 
same 1.44 megabyte drive. Floptical 
drives are very expensive and I see 
very few practical uses for these drives. 

CD ROMS and are also very popu- 
lar these days. The standards have 
become reasonably solid (about the 
consistency of JELLO) and the perfor- 
mance of the new triple speed drives is 
about as fast as a hard drive. The speed 
of the CD directly relates to cost. The 
single speed drives are about $150 and 
will support most applications. The 
double and triple speed drives are 
about double and triple the price 
respectively. The extra speed is really 
only important when viewing multime- 
dia presentations. These presentations 
are like miniature video movies that are 
stored on the disk. The faster the data 
is transferred, the more realistic the 
video performance. Most CD ROMS 
are SCSI drives and coexists with SCSI 
hard drives and SCSI tape drives. 

In a complete system, it makes 
sense to buy a smart SCSI controller 
and put all your storage devices on one 
bus. This conserves PC slots, interrupts 
and memory channels. Some CD 
ROMS are compatible with a Sound- 
Blaster Interface only. If you want to 
connect your CD ROM to a sound 
card, make sure you purchase the 
correct interface. 

Optical Read/Write drives are avail- 
able and they work quite well. These 
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Steve lezzi, KD4GKE 


are BIG and EXPENSIVE. The small 
optical drive stores about 500 Mega- 
bytes and the larger one stores | 
Gigabyte. These drives are removable 
and the media is not too expensive 
once you get past the cost of the drive. 
Optical drives would be well suited to 
a large Bulletin Board system for 
telephone or packet. The removable 
nature would support a complete 
redundant backup in case of media 
failure. The backup could be safely 
stored and write-protected to avoid 
damage. BBS managers know how 
difficult it is to restore a system after a 
lightning strike or power glitch. 

Tape drives are not new but the 
price has dropped substantially in 
recent years and more and more should 
find a home in the personal computer. 
With windows software and applica- 
tions cresting 100 Megabytes of hard 
disk space, it is virtually impossible to 
back up a PC with floppy disks. A tape 
drive is the way to go. The simple 
solution might be a backup of just data 
files. But as many of you know, it 
takes several hours and even days to 
completely install a PC system with all 
of your applications. A weekly backup 
on the tape would get you all your 
applications and all of your data except 
the most current. 

Storage technology is not just hard 
drives. Each of these new devices 
could improve your system reliability 
and increase your enjoyment. Always 
leave room for one in you shack. 


On Packet Beacons 


In response to a ham who recently 
moved to Florida, and who expressed 
his dismay at the number of unattended 
packet mailboxes that were sending 
endless beacons on the packet LAN 
frequency, I sent him the following 
message: 

Dear Jack, 

Indeed, you are correct about the 
number of beacons on the local LAN 
but apparently you have overlooked a 
dimension of amateur radio that ranks 
with QRP, Rare DX and DXCC for the 
degree of satisfaction and accomplish- 
ment it provides. 

Committing one’s equipment to life 
as an empty mailbox, beaconing religi- 
ously every 5-10 minutes is a sacrifice 
requiring devotion to a goal not always 
shared by the majority. 

Many hams are missing the excite- 
ment of returning home after a long day 
at the office to check their empty 
mailbox and do a JHeard to verify that 
all the other beacons have faithfully 
performed their assigned task. Your 
transmitter is working and it ‘‘just keeps 
on beaconing.”’ 

The more advanced beaconers go to 
great lengths to create innovative bea- 
con texts, usually 4 to 5 lines long and 
have the basic beacon transmission 
retransmit through several digipeaters so 
as to have several monitor screens full 
of the original beacon. Add an abun- 
dance of certain control characters and 
one can produce a county of ringing 
computers. 

Depending on the creativity of each 
beaconer, a beacon box will offer an 


Lots of goodies were available for the tailgate tables at the Okeechobee. 


Hamfest last month. Photo by Bob McDow, W4KOG. 


assortment of packet services; an 
empty PBBS, extraordinarily elaborate 
connect messages (some have funny 
little heads, happy faces and vehicles), 
gateways to nowhere and messages that 
echo your call and let you know that 
there are no messages for you and the 
sysop is not at the keyboard at the 
moment, There is even one that advert- 
ises that it will accept 250 simultane- 
ous connects. 

The art of beaconing depends on 
chance for the highest two levels of 
achievement for the hard-core bea- 
coner. 

The less desirable level is attained 
when the beacon timing of all stations 
on a given frequency is such that each 
station beacons immediately following 
the previous station causing one’s 
monitor screen to scroll at a speed that 
makes it unreadable. This usually only 
happens a few times a month. 

The highest level of beacon 
achievement occurs when all stations 
transmit simultaneously (again by 
chance), causing a massive collision of 
beacons which in tum, results in the 
splitting of a byte. When this happens, 
beacon fission occurs and there is a 
massive explosion that renders the 
frequency useless. This only occurs 
every several years, 

The post-explosion camaraderie is 
what attracts the beaconers. They fre- 
quently gather together to swap beacon 
stories and exchange beacon texts. 
Although it is impossible to determine, 
each beaconer likes to claim that his 
beacon was the one to cause the 
explosion. But...it will forever remain a 
mystery. 

And Jack, I’m sorry to say, I’m 
afraid you just don’t get it! 


N.FL SET 


MUCH TOO REALISTIC 


-by George Thurston, W4MLE 


Mother Nature cooperated fully in 
Northern Florida’s Simulated Emergency 
Test (SET) on October 30. ‘*Test Priority”’ 
message traffic was just beginning to flow 
over alerted ARES net systems when an 
urgent voice on the Norther Florida Emer- 
gency Net said, ‘‘Tornado warnings. This is 
no drill.’’ 

This exercise, conducted a year after 
Hurricane Andrew, was the first field test 
of an entirely new relationship between 
State emergency management officials and 
Amateur Radio. 

A couple of years ago, a high official in 
the agency told a staffer, ‘‘If we ever have 


to call in the damn hams, we’ll all be 
fired.’’ 


All that changed this year as House Bill 
911 stormed through the Florida Legislature 
with generous funding for a completely 
overhauled Division of Emergency 
Management (DEM). New leadership at the 
top of DEM brought an enthusiasm for the 
tole Amateur Radio (and other volunteers) 
could play in emergency communications. 

So on this October moming, we were 
giving our new procedures and new com- 
munications plan a workout. We got a 
better exercise than we planned. 

By mid-morning, strong thunderstorms, 
tornadoes, hail, torrential rain and danger- 
ous lightning were buffeting most of 
Florida’s 67 counties. Streets and highways 
were blocked by fallen trees and power 
lines. Traffic lights didn’t work. Buildings 
were being unroofed by high winds and 
crunched by falling trees. 

Near Jacksonville, N4WMS, manager of 
the Norther Florida Phone Net, lost power 
and had to shut down his station because of 
lightning. The rain gauge in his yard 
showed 12 inches in about two hours -- 
before it overflowed. Later, Ken discovered 
that a tornado had touched down about two 
miles away. 

State Emergency Management at the 
state capital in Tallahassee briefly reached a 
teal (not simulated) ‘‘level three’’ alert, but 
was never fully activated. Meanwhile, SET 
traffic continued to flow without apparent 
ill effect on responses to local weather- 
related emergencies. 

Walton County’s ARES gang headed by 
KB4HAH was working a bike ride to spice 
up its humdrum SET activities. Then a 
tornado damaged some homes and ripped 
an unoccupied school building, and Red 
Cross opened some shelters. 

West Panhandle District EC KO4TT 
reported that Walton County handled traffic 
for Red Cross and local emergency 
management, completed its SET duties, 
stayed with the bike ride, and went home in 
time for lunch. 

A story in the Gainesville radio club 
newsletter headlined: 

‘‘T THOUGHT THEY SAID IT WAS 

SIMULATED”’ 

Alachua County (Gainesville) EC 
N4OVO said that reports of property 
damage, power and telephone outages and 
blocked roads began coming in almost as 
soon as the -ARES net began SET ope- 
ration. Alachua was the only county certi- 
fied to FEMA as a disaster area. 

The SET plan called for sending a test 
message from the state Emergency Manage- 
ment office in Tallahassee to all 67 coun- 
ties, even though Southern Florida had 
already held its SET and was not activated 
for the Northern Florida exercise. 


The messages were signed by DEM 
Operations Manager Eric Tolbert, and in- 
structed the County Emergency Director to 
send a reply to Tallahassee. Delivering 
operators were instructed also to send a 
service message reporting attempted deli- 
very, whether successful or not. 

Messages went in batches from the state 
EOC via UHF to Gateway Stations where 
they were transferred to HF voice at each 
of several Tallahassee Gateways. Via HF 
they were sent to each of seven Key Cities. 
From there, they were distributed to county 
seats over VHF District nets. 

When SET was over, 42 of Northern 
Florida’s 44 counties (and 55 counties of 
the 67) had received messages and replied 
to them. 

‘“We aren’t concerned with RACES or 
ARES,’’ said Tolbert. ‘‘We want to be able 
to tell you what we need, and let you do 
it.” DEM staffers have repeated that state- 
ment in dozens of meetings, hamfests and 
training sessions. 

Tolbert is one of three high-level emer- 
gency management professionals Florida 
hired away from North Carolina. Tolbert 
and Emergency Management Director Joe 
Myers moved to Florida in March. Working 
swiftly and surely, they doubled the size of 
the state Emergency Operations Center and 
fitted it with all the technological marvels 
they could think of. The communications 
room, known as the State Waming Point, 
was fitted out with truckloads of up-to-date 
equipment. 

Then Myers and Tolbert wrote com- 
pletely new disaster response and recovery 
plans for the state, adopting many recom- 
mendations by a _ special commission 
appointed by Governor Lawton Chiles. 

A strong ARES organization in North- 
em Florida, though snubbed for years by 
former Emergency Management officials, 
now provides direct emergency Amateur 
Radio support to the state EOC. But local 
operations in most Florida counties are not 
dramatically affected. County RACES 
groups continue to exchange traffic with 
Tallahassee on ARES nets. So do county 
ARES groups. 

For the first time in Florida history, 
Amateur Radio now has a seat in the state 
EOC, at the table with communications 
directors from several state agencies. Other 
hams operate UHF radios next door to the 
EOC, at the State Warning Point. An 
Amateur owned-and-operated UHF repea- 
ter, KC4TOCA/, operates in the State Warn- 
ing Point, through an antenna on one of 
DEM’s towers. 

Every table in the EOC has two 
telephones with several lines each, and a 
computer terminal that receives and sends 
Email within the building, and displays new 
information coming in from anywhere. 

‘‘The SET proved during an actual 
emergency that Amateur Radio can be a 
very useful part of our communications 
system,’’ Tolbert said. “‘We were im- 
pressed.”’ 

They should be. You have no idea how 
hard it was to get those thunderstorms and 
tornadoes scheduled and coordinated with 
the SET! 
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Exirs Amateur Rapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN 


O 
jpAve =: Ga iNt 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
Bo. HAM EQUIPMENT” 


RAS 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


PRICES! | eEQquirMENT 


CLOSE-OUTS . 

LEN WosE 

pees BUY ° SELL * TRADE IG 
NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


(305) (305) 


925-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD DADE Fax 


WEEKLY 
SPECIALS 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
““SE HABLA ESPANOL”’ 
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VIEW FROM THE PANHANDLE 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! May the year 
bring you good health, prosperity, 
personal satisfaction and happiness. 
Also I hope that Santa was good to you 
and that you and yours found joy in the 
season. 

Well, it came. I now have my 
personalized HAM license plate with 
my HAM call on it. It only took a few 
weeks I am pleased to say. 

In November, I had to register my 
1972 Dodge van as usual. This is the 
year that I was to get a brand new 
license plate. I had to go down and pay 
for my regular plate so as to have a 
current plate showing. When the one 
with my callsign arrived, off came the 
regular new plate with my old letters 
and numbers and on went the new with 
KC4RKJ. It looks great and now when 
I am asked what my plate number is, I 
will know it. 

Another thing should be mentioned. 
I held my old plate just in case I had to 
turn it in; but, to my amazement, I got 
a check in the mail reimbursing me for 
the cost of the regular plate. Frankly, I 
wasn’t looking forward to a visit to the 
local tax collector. (Actually, the ladies 
who work there are really great). It all 
turned out to be much less painful that 
some of the other experiences that I 
have had with registrations in other 
states. 

With a new year we note that the 
Panhandle Hamfest season is getting 
near. In fact, if you are a glutton for 
hamfests you will be in hamfest hea- 
ven. 

On February 26, 1994 we will start 
off with the Pensacola Hamfest. This 
hamfest is the first one and it will be 
held in the Bayfront Municipal Audi- 
torium in Pensacola. Talk-in will be on 
146.760 and also 444.925 for those 
who need help in finding the site. If 
you need further information, please 
contact Bill (WA4YRN), the hamfest 
Chairman, at (904) 476-8537. 

Parking is free and various forums 
will be held. Both ham gear and XYL 
prizes will be awarded, Dealer Exhi- 
bits, Food and Forums will all be 
available, 

For those interested in confirmation 
of table reservations contact: Bill Beh- 
rends (WA4YRN), 1050 W. Carlton 
Rd., Pensacola, Florida 32534. 


You must send a payment and 
SASE for written confirmation. The 
deadline for confirmation mail-out will 
be dated February 16, 1994. Tables 
will cost $10 per table and admission 
tickets will be $5 at the door and $4 for 
advanced sale. I would suggest you 
mark your calendar for that event. 

Also the 1994 Orlando HamCation 
and Computer Show will take place 
February 18th, 19th & 20th. 

The reason I bring this hamfest to 
your attention even though it obviously 
isn’t located in the Panhandle, is that it 
is the ARRL Southeast Division Con- 
vention. 

All kinds of things will happen at 
this convention site. They have free 
parking, Forums Galore, License 
Exams, a giant swap table area in 
addition to the biggest tailgate section 
in Florida, and for those who are 
interested, a Fox hunt will be held on 
Saturday with and award to be presen- 
ted. 

It is interesting that they not only 
will have a radio award on Sunday but 
they will also have a computer award 
on Saturday. I have never heard of a 
computer award being given before but 
why not? Hams use computers a lot 
more than the general public and the 
hams themselves realize this. 


The HamCation will be held at the 
Central Florida Fairgrounds and the 
talk-in will be on 146.76 for those who 


"Matt Matthew, KC4RKJ 


need directions or answers to various 
other questions. 

The Show hours are: Friday Feb. 18 
from 5PM - 9PM; Saturday Feb. 19th 
from 9AM - SPM; and Sunday Feb. 
20th from 9AM to 3PM. 

Many of the Commercial Exhibitors 
attend so you may see something new 
or get to discuss their wares with 
company representatives personally. 
For the wives, ladies’ programs are 
available and of course this area is 
loaded with recreational attractions. 
Food is available which in the past has 
been quite good. 

If it is necessary to contact someone 
for further information write: 

Orlando Amateur Radio Club; 
HAMCATION ‘94; Orlando HamCa- 
tion; Orlando, FL 32854-7811. If 
needed, the phone number is (407) 
657-9052. The official hotel for the 
HamCation is the Ramada Orlando and 
if you wish to write, The address is as 
follows: 

The Ramada Orlando Central; 3200 
W. Colonial Dr.; Orlando, FL 32854- 
7811. 

Transportation to and from the hotel 
is generally available. 

If you wish to call for reservations, 
the number is: (800) 221-5270 toll free. 

Next month I will take a look at the 
Ft. Walton HAM/SWAPFEST which 
will be in March. 


HAM RADIO HEAVEN 


AEA @ MFJ @ AMERITRON @ PRO-AM 


DAIWA @ JBLACK @ DIAMOND 
Full line of AZDEN Products 
ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 
ARRL Publications 
Omar Antenoa & Connectors Marc 
WA8FON N4YHM 


Omar Electronics Ie. 


2130 Georgia Hwy. 81 Southwest 
Loganville, GA 30249 
(404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 
We Accept: @ VISA @ MC @ AMEX @ Discover 
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(407) 567-3423 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 2806 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 
FAX #407-567-3432 


VENECOM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Fax (305) 669-9032 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33155 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLD HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 


PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


rorat_rour REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢« N4BDZ 


BROKER — ASSOCIATE 

1-800-346-3859 
(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


6 ¢@ § 1905 Hollywood Blvd. rR 
[beiment] 1905 Howoos ave. Bbarg, 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
OPEN REPEATER CLUB 


.85/.25 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: °305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves:.: 642-4139 


1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
Palm Bay, FL. 32907 


—& T-SHIRTS 
—®& GOLF SHIRTS 
—= HATS 

—=& APRONS 

—= TOWELS 

—& KEY CHAINS 
—> PENCILS Etc... 


1-800-935-PLUS 
(7587) 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR AND AD SPECTALTIES 
“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING” 


KC4FAD R KD4FVI 


BARRY GEE cuectaonics BEN ROSUMNY 


503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
P.O. BOX 330 
CRAWFORD, GA 30630 
PH/FAX 706-743-3344 


AZDEN/KDK AEPAIR SPECIALISTS 
BUY, SELL OR TRADE NEW & USED AZDEN 
WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES, ANTENNAS & ACCESSORIES 


SERVICE SERVICE 


Set iii) —SS 


SERVICE 


We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically 
on a national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state- 
of-the-art 8 and 10 pole crystal filters and specific upgrade kits 
for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu products. 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND 


COMPUTER, INC. 
3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
1 (407) 489-5609 FAX No. 1 - (407) 464-6386 


Fiorida Custom Plastics 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 


KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


@ ENGRAVED CALL ANO NAME BADGES 
© IDENTIFICATION PLATES LICENSE PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


aot tenet Road No. 56 Howe (813) 584-6121 


COMPUTER SHOWS 
& HAMFESTS 


IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 
BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS TO: (305)748-3509 


EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 
CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE 
COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 


7890 N.W. 55th Street 
Miami, FL 33166 
(305) 592-0046 


SPEEDWAY 


Vustant 
oaaeeme tows SIGNS 


Louls, KD4HRD 


Banners 
License Plates, 
‘Car & Truck Lettering 


VULCAN ELECTRONICS 


6721 N ARMENIA AU TAMPA,FL 33604 
AMATEUR RADIO UY 


CB-BUSINESS BAND .¢ 
ANTIQUE RADIOS SLE 
VCR/vIDEO REPAIRS TRADE 
RADIO TUBES -ELECTRONIC PARTS 
Roy cewis ; W4WLY 8 13933-3828 


TEST EOQUIPRUERT, COMPONENTS & COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 


“ ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 


(407) 253-3371 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne Fl 32935 


Amateur Radio DX Blue Book 


Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists 
DXCC, QSL, QTH, UTC Info each Prefix. 7 Prefix Maps 


U.S. PPD $9.45 
Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart 
55 Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons 
W4UYZ 4920 Mayflower St. 
Cocoa, FL 32927. (407) 632-6809 


Business card ads work magic! 
OMLY $75.99 FOR A WHOLE YEAR 


Instant Speak or Write, 10-page Russian QSO dialogue. 


_ Tne 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
Herb PHELAN, N4XZL 


FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 
BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2ZBEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 


WATS 1-800-741-4490 FAX (813) 465-9669 


CORPORATION 
Reshors Since 1987 


Could someone 
rent me too? 


d 
fa> 


*NICKEL CADMIUM* 
*GELL CELLS* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACID* 
*ALKALINE* 

*CUSTOM PACKS* 


BATTERIES 


*=CAMCORDER*RADIO* 
*EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 
*COROLESS/CELLULAR* 
*SANYO*HOBBY* 
*=COMPUTERS*UPS 


TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 
279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 


(407) 662-4311 (Office) (407) 682-4469 (Fax) 
1-800-346-0601 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Att MAKES 


* Specialized Design Engineering/Construction 
* Also Marine Electronics 


8137 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W61YK 
(904) 764-0042 
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WIREBOOK I 


The How-to and source manual 
written by ”The Wireman”, Press 
Jones, N8UG for Cable, Connec- 
tors, Coax, Wire and Baluns. 


lf you’re into Coax, 
antennas, ladderline & 


Baluns - W/REBOOK I/ 
IS MUST READING 


ONLY $2.00 


FROM W.W. SALES 


Send your name & address, with 
your payment for $2.00 PLUS $1.00 
shipping and handling (total $3.00) to 
the address below. We'll rush your 
56-page information packed _ illustrated 
WIREBOOK I! by return mail. 


WW SALES 


WIREMAN 
57 Echo Lake Dr., Dept F 
Fairview, NC 28730 


Paul Harrison, KI4MG got a good 
deal on grid-dippers at the 
Okeechobee Hamfest in December. 
-Photo by Bob McDow, W4KOG. 
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CUBA THIRD 
PARTY - NO-NO 


Third party message privileges with 
Cuba - which previously was author- 
ized - is no longer approved. Accord- 
ing to Rafael Estevez, WA4ZZG of 
Hialeah, FL, when Hurricane Andrew 
demolished much of the public com- 
munications capability between Cuba 
and Florida, the Cubans resorted hea- 
vily to Amateur Radio. The pro-Castro 

Cuban Amateur Radio Fede- 
ration has taken a renewed position 
that Cuban amateurs should not com- 
municate with the ‘‘enemy’’ - Florida 
amateurs of Cuban Descent. Rafael 
says that Cuban amateurs are getting 
their licenses suspended from three 
months to a year for passing such 
innocent non-political health and wel- 
fare traffic as ”’...appealing for aspirin 
and insulin.’’ 

CO2QQ advised Rafael on-the-air 
last week that the United States and 
Cuba no longer have a third party 
agreement and Cuba was indeed mis- 
sing from the third-party traffic list 
recently circulated by the FCC. 

It is now very difficult to get any 
type of public communications out of 
Cuba since Hurricane Andrew severely 
damaged AT&T’s  over-the-horizon 
communications system. Furthermore, 
the Cuban government has imposed 
new restrictions limiting: the number of 
telephone calls out of Cuba to 300 ten 
minute calls per day. As recent as last 
year, the number of telephone calls 
exceeded 5,000 per day. 

-W5SYI, December 1993 


Y FCC: 610 & 610B Forms 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 


~ MAPS: 144, 220, 440 and Packet 


Y FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate 
(Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + $2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W4IYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


New Publisher, continued from page I 


ture version of types used by large 
newspapers and magazines. Much of the 
information received by the FLORIDA 
SKIP arrives in the form of digital data 
that feeds directly into the SKIP com- 
puter. After editing and the addition of 
coding for the publishing program, the 
handling of the information is ready for 
production. 

The addition of a toll-free telephone 
number (voice or FAX) has encouraged 
individuals to submit information to the 
FLORIDA SKIP that otherwise would 
have been put off or neglected. It has 
also been a useful tool for straightening 
out mailing and addressing problems. 

With the continued support and 
encouragement of its subscribers and 
advertisers, the FLORIDA SKIP will 
continue to build on the strong founda- 
tion crafted by its founder, Andy Clark: 


Cuban OSO 


ARMY Vets) REPORT Lorraine S. Matthew (AAA9PR), PlO MARS WW 


As 1993 came to a close, we looked back at a busy and productive year and 
forward to many changes in 1994. 
How did we get through 1993? This operator had lots of help and supervision. 


I hope you all enjoyed the columns of 1993. Happy New Year to you all. 
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KENWOOD 


Talk about a great deal. Get a cash discount 
on the world’s most talked about radios. 


TS-950SDX An industry first! 50-volt, MOS FET final amplifier and DSP for 
superior linearity. 150 watts outputeAll-band HF transceiver 


with general coverage receivereSwitchable AGC, selectable IF filters 
with memory, dual-mode noise blankers, IF notch filter, CW reverse mode, 
CW pitch, SSB slope tuning, IF and AF variable bandwidth tuning 

eBuilt-in CW memory keyer (DRU-2 voice keyer optional) 


J TS-850S All-band HF transceiver with general coverage receiver, 100 


watts ° SSB slope tuning, CW variable pitch and reverse 
control, IF notch, 1-Hz fine tuning functione Superb receiver 
sensitivity and extremely quiet noise flooreSSB HIGH BOOST 
function to bust through the pile-upse Filter options for both first and second 
IF sectionseBuilt-in CW memory keyer (DRU-2 voice keyer optional) 


TS-450S All-band HF transceiver with general coverage receiver, 100 


watts Wonderfully easy to use, yet high-performance package 
eFilter options for superb receiver performance 


TM-241A Wide band receiver coverage*CTCSS encode built-ineThree 
power settings: 5, 10, and 50 We20 full-function memory channels 
store everything you needeMultiple scanning functions 


TM-732A 50 watts on 2m, 35 watts on 70cmeWide coverage 
receiver*CTCSS encode built-in, decode optionale50 memory 
channelseUnique S-meter squelcheRemote controllable via DTMF 


TM-742A 2m, 50 watt/70cm,35 watt modular FM transceivere101 
memory channels for each bandeCTCSs encode built-ineWide band 
receivereOptional modules for 28, 50, 220, or 1200 MHz*Remote-mountable 
front panel 


TH-28A TH-28A: ¢2m pocket HT, 2.5 watts output *Sub-receiver for 
70cm bandeAlpha numeric display and message paging*CTCSS encode/ 
TH-48A decode built-ine Wide band receivere40 memory channels 


*TH-48A: Similar to the TH-28A, but covers the 440 MHz band, 
and has a 2 meter receiver 


TH-78A Full duplex cross-band operationeCTCSS encode/decode built- 
ineAlpha numeric display and message pagingsWide band receiver 
50 memory channels ¢ Sliding keyboard cover and illuminafed keypad 


Harold Heaster, KE8MR 
91 Ridgefield Place 


Ormand Beach, FL 32174 
Local 904-673-4066 
Toll Free 800-84-RADIO (847-2346) 
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FLL Lh Fe hE 


"RATE CARD INFORMATION 


HAMBAR service, of electronic equipment only, is 
available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateurs a 
e rate of 10 cents per word, which includes address, call 
sign, etc. Minimum charge for any HAMBAR is $3.00. All 
ommercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per word. 
Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. 
Each HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad 
ill be published unless accompanied by full remittance! 
e require all HAMBAR ads contain the full mailing 
address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if any. Make 
it easy for person wanting to buy your equipment. No 
AMBARS via telephone! 


COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 


Full-page $125.00. Half (1/2) page $80.00. One-quarte 
1/4) page $55.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according 
o size of ad and typeset required for same. 

Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of 
gach month to 1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224, Melbourne, FL 
2935. Normal mailing date 25th of each month. Than 
you for your cooperation. 

- Editor 


SELL - Kenwood TS430S, AT250, PS430, FM, CW/SSB 


Filters -$800.00 cash. Wanted - Hammarlund HQ-145, 
Knight T-50, Yaesu FT26R. Don Trayes, WB4CVH; Box 
102 Security, NAS Cecil Field, FL 32215. (904) 779-2428. 


FOR SALE - Commercial 4-can VHF Duplexer, tunes to 2 
meters. Like new, inside unit in cabinet. $475 FOB Tampa. 
Tom McLaughlin, WB4NEX, Box 411; Mango, FL 33550- 
0411. 813-681-9709 evenings. 


TUBES - Buy-Sell - Send SASE for TUBE MAIL 
SUPERMART list. Buying your unused, boxed 6JE6C, 
SAR4, 1L6, 1U6, 7199, 12BY7A, 6AZ8, 6146B, 6146W, 
7591, 7360, and what have you, large or small, any quantity. 
Also selling teleprinter repair parts, ribbons, paper, tape. 
WANTED - surplus M.S. Connectors, unused (the olive-drab 
- colored ones). Look for the 4-way TUBES sign at the back 
_ door of the Hamboree Flea Market February 4-5-6. 


_ TYPETRONICS, P.O/ Box 8873, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310- 
8873, 305-583-1340. Fred Schmidt, N4TT. 


_ Country/Western song: When the Phone Don’t Ring, You'll 
Know it’s Me. 


WANTED - Schematic for a Heath IP-1T Power Supply. 
Walt Connor, KM4XN, 1671 Dixie Way, Melbourne, FL 
407-254-8076. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS530S SSB and CW filters, MC-50 
mike, instruction and service manuals, VFO-230 digital 
“temote, Kenwood TS820S service manual. Gregg M. 


Eberman, W2SDV. 2201 Brian Ave. South Datona, FL. 
32119. (904) 761-0867. 


REPAIR SERVICE: ROTORS - Labor Charge - $25.00. 
Parts, Extra Charge. Conrad Kibler, WB4ARS, 10102 Cliff 
Circle, Tampa, FL 33612 (813) 933-2850. 


People are always available for work in the past tense. 


TRADE - Drake TR7 Revr HF bands, 160-10 meter Transmit 
(no P/s) for dual band vhf-uhf mobile. Conrad Kibler, 
WB4ARS, 10102 Cliff Circle, Tampa, FL 33612 (813) 
933-2850. 


WANTED - Kantronics KAM Plus or All-mode, or equiva- 
lent AEA or other unit. Must included GOOD CW Program 
capability. Ernie Thelemann, W4KW. 1200 Brandt Drive, 
Tallahassee, FL 32308. (904) 878-4474. 


SELL - MFJ986 Antenna Tuner, New-$190.00. WA8CDT, 
Russ, 423 Pauline St. Sebring, FL 38872. (813) 385-0069. 


When they are passing out awards for bravery, they should 
give one to the first man who appeared in public in shorts. 


WANTED - Ten-Tec Electronic Keyer Model 605. Shafer, 
N8ES. 216-831-9198. 


FOR SALE - 40 ft Alumna Crank up, Fold Tower with 
Wilson Rotator, Cost $600, will take $200 (negotiable). 
Mosley TA33JR Triband Antenna - $35.00. Don MacBeth, 
W4RYG. 1421 W62 Street, Hialeah, FL 33102. Ph: (305) 
[AIDA a eo yn 3 I 


AMPLIFIERS - VHF - UHF, 400, 160, 50 watt, best quality, 
best price. Cubical Quads, complete, kits, or parts, 2 thru 15 
mtr., Marine VHF Radios, all chan., $118.00 ea. Call Tom, 
KC4SUS, 10515 S.W. 138 Ct., Miami, FL 33186. (305)385- 
5022. 


WHEREVER YOU ARE WE’RE NARE. National Amateur 
Radio Equipment Exchange - Brokers of used gear. National 
coverage - Tony Musero, K3UKW, 1609 So. Iseminger St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19148-1010. We get results! CALL: 
215-271-8898. 


FOR SALE - Ten-Tec Century 21, looks & works like new 
with manual $225.00. Ten-Tec Mod. 276 Calibrator, $25.00 
w/instructions. NYE (black base) hand key - $15.00. B&W 
5-position Coax Switch, knob and mounting bracket - $15.00. 
MF] SWR/Power meter, mod MFJ-814 - $40.00. Kenwood 2 
meter transceiver mod. TR-7950 - $250.00. B&W 6-position 
coax switch - $18.00. Motorola upright charger and HT-220, 
both -$50.00. All above stuff plus UPS. Andy Clark, W4IYT. 
41 Lenape Drive, Miami Springs, FL 33166. (305)888-3874 


/ even sold some 
really old computer 
disks! 
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Martin County Amateur Radio Association 
Sponsors the 18th Annual Fabulous Treasure Coast 


pve a ree 26, 1994 
0800 - 1500 


Langford Park, Jensen Beach ¢ (S.R. 707 at "The Arch") 
TALK-IN 147.060 (+600 MHz) 


PE ING iy FREE FLEA! 


FOR 


“TAIL-G ATERS | SNACK BAR 
Bring YourOwn Food and Beverages 


Display Tables : Available 


AMATEUR PACKET DEMONSTRATION 


ARRL (VEC ) Exams 


Courtesy of Ft. Pierce Amateur Radio Club 
Examinees bring ID, LICENSE (if held) and Photocopy of LICENSE. 
Sign in at 9:00 AM e Testing starts at 9:30 AM 


PRIZES ¢ PRIZES ¢ PRIZES 


[st Prize: YAESU FT-747GX HF Transceiver 
2nd Prize: MFJ-817 SWR/Watt Meter (144 & 440 MHz) 
3rd Prize: Cushcraft AR-270 Ringo Base Antenna (2m/70cm) | 
Drawings every Half Hour - Presence not required for main prizes. 
Prizes from R & L ELECTRONICS, Hamilton Ohio 


For Additional Information Contact: 


MCARA ° P.O. Box 1901, Stuart, FL 34995 
or Bob Hess, KA3EDL (407) 546-4353 
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Swan Song, continued from page 1 


FLORIDA SKIP continued to grow and grow. It reached 
nearly 4000 members at its peak. 

FLORIDA SKIP sponsored Field Day trophies to stimulate 
club emergency communication and dozens of Florida QSO 
Parties. We printed 2 editions of the State of Florida 
Emergency Plan which was written by George Thurston, 
W4MLE, and me. It also included a Spanish version. Over 
5000 copies of the English manual were printed and mailed to 
all clubs and EC’s in the state. The project was financed 
entirely by FLORIDA SKIP. Many of the concepts set forth 
in the State Emergency Manual were later adopted by the 
ARRL and are currently in use by the National Traffic 
System. 

The FLORIDA SKIP originated the Dear Mabel Award 
which continues to this day. It is the only one of its kind in 
the world. It is sent to XYLs all over the world and current 
records indicate that 1798 have been sent. 

The FLORIDA SKIP has given away thousands of 
calendars and hundreds of FCC Form 610s. Additionally, 
SKIP has provided repeater and packet maps at a minimal 
cost. Gerry has requested that I manage this small but 
important part of the magazine and I was happy to oblige. 
Besides that, I’ll be eligible for a free subscription. 

SKIP CEASES PUBLISHING 

On June 7, 1986, I had a stroke while chairing an ARPSC 
Planning Committee meeting and spent 11 days in Palmetto 
Hospital. After being sent home to recover, my wife Betty 
and my children were convinced that publishing the SKIP had 
to end in order to preserve my health. To that end, they 
returned the balance of subscription and advertising revenues. 
When I realized what happened, I went into a deep depression 
which doctors agreed was caused by SKIP closing down. 

I talked with my friend Jan Zysko, N4MEI and he agreed 
to put all records in his computer and maintain them. After a 
few phone calls, the magazine was back in business. 

I can truthfully say that my recovery was a result of 
hundreds of cards, letters, phone calls and even a few 
telegrams that I received from many of you and the fact that 
the FLORIDA SKIP was alive and publishing again. 

After 36-plus years, I feel that I have done my share for 
the Florida amateurs. It’s now time to pass the torch to a 
younger professional man to carry on with the FLORIDA 

SKIP -the only state publication of its kind. I picked Gerry 
Wentz, KC4EHT, as my replacement because I know he will 
carry on the tradition of the FLORIDA SKIP and do a much 
: better job than I have been doing the past few years. 
__ My main interest now is focused on television production. 
I have been bitten by the bug much like I was with amateur 
_tadio as a kid of 16 in a small town in Kansas. 
I currently produce, direct and edit three, 30-minute cable 
‘television shows a week. Our company, Miami Springs TV 
Productions, Inc. (MSTVP), recently moved to its own new 
studios on Westward Drive. If all goes well, we will be 
broadcasting our TV shows live into the cable system in 
1994. We also have four slots on county-wide cable channels 
35 and 36. There will be more on this later. 

It has indeed been my pleasure to have served as your 
Editor and Publisher all these years and now give Gerry the 
_$ame support you have afforded me. He won’t let you down. 

: 73 
m= AC 


FLORIDA HAMFEST UPDATE 


LOCATION NOTES 


Fort Myers City of Palms Hamfest 
Fort Myers Shriner Mosque 
2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 
Talk-in on 147.345 
Crystal River Armory 
Talk-in on 146.955 
Benefit Pinellas Park Boy’s Club 
61st StN 
Talk-in on 147.060 
Robards Sports Arena & Fairgrounds 
3000 Fruitville Rd 
Talk-in on 146.910 and 146.730 
Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.925 
Bayfront Municipal Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
Am. Legion Hall on Hwy 70, 
2 miles west of town. 
Talk-in on 147.075 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
FREE! At Langford Park, 
Jensen Beach 
Talk-in on 147.060 
Hernando County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.715 
Alacua County Fairgrounds 
SR 24 & SR 222 - At the airport 
Taik-in on 146.820 
Send any corrections or additions to 
KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
Bill Britton 
8703 S.E. Jardin St. 


Hobe Sound, FL 33455 


Jan 22 Crystal River 


Jan 23 Pinellas Park 


Jan 29 Sarasota 


Feb 5/6 Miami 


Feb 12 Pensacola 


Feb 12 Arcadia 


Feb 19/20 Orlando 


Feb 26 Stuart 


Feb 26 Brooksville 


Apr 9/10 Gainesville 


FLORIDA SKIP SUBMITTALS 


joreat our new dudes oe advertising copy, 
rticles, subscriptions, HAMBARS, ae ads, cor-| 
q aes and pressreleases. 
You can also submit articles by fax or pice eden 
up to 2400 baud on our toll-free 800 line. Also use the 
800 number for story leads, news items and othe 
mews-related topics. If sending by prone poder please 
make voice contact first. _ 


FLORIDA SKIP 
1280 Sarno Road 
Suite 224 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


Tele: 242-5993 (local) - 1-800-421-3279 


January 1994, FLORIDA SKIP /23 


HERNANDO COUNTY HAMFEST 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1994 
HERNANDO COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS -- BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA 
Sponsored by Hernando County Amateur Radio Association 


TWO LARGE INDOOR SWAP AREAS --- EXPANDED TAILGATE AREA 
FREE PARKING --- OVERNIGHT PARKING PERMITTED (No Facilities) 
PROGRAMS WILL BE HELD IN THE SUNBANK ROOM 


HOURLY DOOR PRIZES!!! 
GRAND PRIZE DRAWINGS AT 3:00 PM 


H.C.A.RA. CONCESSION IS LOCATED IN ITS OWN BUILDING WITH 
PLENTY OF SEATING CAPACITY SO YOU CAN SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FRIENDS! 


DOORS OPEN AT 8:00 AM 
TALK-IN ON: 146.115 /.715 --- BROOKSVILLE REPEATER 
County Fairgrounds are located 2 miles south of Brooksville on US Hwy 41 


Registration $4.00 Advance --- $5.00 Door --- Swap Tables $10.00 --- Tailgate Space $5.00 
TICKETS, TABLE AND TAILGATE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO H.C.A.R.A. 
Mail to: Clem Rountree, N4PIE, 10444 Eastside Ave., Brooksville, FL 34601 
For Additional Information Call: Clem Rountree, N4PIE (904)799-3202 --- After 7:00 PM 


FLORIDA SKIP - 1994 


FLORIDA SKIP os bosenall 
1280 Sarno Road 


Suite 224 PAID 


Melbourne, FL 32935 


ADDRESS N’MAIL 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


